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On Earth Day, workshops on renewable energy
Express News Service Posted online: Friday , Apr 23, 2010 at 0108 hrs

Pune : On Earth Day on Thursday, various programmes were held in the city, including the
launch of a workshop for repair and maintenance of renewable energy equipment.
With an aim to teach maintenance of renewable energy equipment like solar water heaters,
solar panels, solar lamps and so on and create awareness about these equipments among
ITI students, existing technicians and even women, city-based organisation Technology,
Education, research and rehabilitation for Environment (TERRE) launched workshops to
teach repairing and maintenance of these instruments on Earth Day on Thursday.
It is claimed that this is the first workshop that gives practical training on repair and
maintenance of such equipments.
“One of the reasons why many are reluctant to use solar energy equipments is because they
are costly and people don’t know what to do if they break down. “In order de-mystify the
working of these instruments, we decided to conduct short-term workshops for those
interested in their repairing and maintenance,” said Vinita Apte of TERRE. The workshops
have been launched by TERRE along with Italy’s Centre Studio Galileo and Europe’s
European Energy Centre.
The first workshop in this series was inaugurated on Thursday at Shahu College’s
Namdeorao Audyogik Prashikshan Kendra in Parvati. Around 40 students of the college
enrolled for the two-day workshop that will include repair and maintenance of solar lamps,
solar heaters and so on. “Similar workshops of varied duration will be held by the organisation
every month,” Apte said. Trained technicians from India and abroad will undertake the
workshops. The fees for these would be between Rs 3,000 and Rs 20,000 depending on the
duration of training, she added.
Meanwhile, Management Institute for Leadership and Excellence (MILE) jointly with
Department of Social Forestry, GoM and Tathastu had organised a lecture by Ashden
Awardee Dr Anand Karve on ‘Alternate Resources of Energy’.
Karve spoke the current practice of creation and usage of Charcoal and Biogas in various
districts of Maharashtra. This was followed by a talk on the importance of social forestry by
Subhash Badve, deputy director of department of social forestry. He introduced the audience
to various shrubs and vegetation and educated us on the role that they play in our day-to-day
life. A special issue on Earth Day 'Ecoville' was also released by TERRE as part of this
function
Touting its green initiatives Courtyard by Marriott, Pune Hinjewadi stepped up its Environment
Awareness Month celebrations by undertaking a tree plantation drive in the hotel premises to
commemorate Earth Day.

